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1.  Child neglect is not meeting a child's basic needs,  

Ian’s Mom  I was three years old, I was back at my mom’s house, and I got into her 

purse. I found that medication, I swallowed everything in the bottle. When they found me 

they rushed me to the hospital, and my heart would stop and eventually I went into a 

coma.  But because of that accident, because of that incident, the State of California they 

did an investigation, and the conclusion that they came to was that it wasn’t an accident. 

In Ian’s mom’s case, is child neglect child abuse? 

2. But all of that pain went away. The worst thing that Mrs. Alexander would do is she 

would open the closet door, she would stand over me, and she would say, “You’re stupid, 

“and you ain’t gonna never amount to nothing.” And that hurt me more than any of the 

physical kicks or the physical pain because I believed it for a long time. I believed that I 

would never amount to anything just like she said.   

The proverb 'sticks and stones may break your bones, but words will never hurt you' has 

been a comfort to generations of bullied children, but can the pain of hurt feelings far outlast 

memories of physical pain? 

3.  And I remember she had on this long white dress that came all the way down to her ankles. 

And I found out later that, you know, that was grandma’s Sunday best. It was an outfit that she 

only reserved for special occasions. And I can remember for once in my life feeling like I was 

someone’s special occasion.  Grandma loves her grandson.  Why do you think that was not 

enough for him?  Why did he still make the choices he did which led to jail time? 

4.   I found out that my mom was going to court trying to prove that she could take care of 

me, and I can remember sitting there with my mother and we’d talk and we had a lot of 

different conversations. One thing I can remember saying, “Mama, you know one day 

when I get big “I’m gonna buy you a nice house with a fireplace.” I said, “Mama, one 

day I’m gonna buy you a nice car, “not like grandmama’s, I’m gonna get you a nice one.”  

But the truth is, I just really wanted to become a family again, and that’s what I looked 

forward to. If Mom did get custody, would Ian’s life at 12 be different?  Would he 

still choose the wrong path? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basic_needs


5.  I started acting out, hanging out with the wrong people, breaking into houses. Started 

stealing cars. I can remember not really caring what happened to me. I continued that 

behavior until I was 19. When I was 19, I found myself standing in front of a judge. I was 

handcuffed, had a chain around my waist, and handcuffs were attached to that chain. The 

judge looked at me and said, “The State of California sentences you “to 15 years in 

prison for armed robbery “and assault with a deadly weapon.”  Who or what is to blame 

for this prison sentence? 

6. I heard the voice of family members and friends of family that said, “That boy’s gonna 

end up just like his father.” My father was a career criminal. He died in prison.  Will 

boys most likely follow in their father’s footsteps? 

7.   “Prison doesn’t have to be your life.” He says, “You can get out of here “and you can do 

great things.” He started to walk away and before he walked out of my cell, he turned 

around one last time and he says, “Mr. Humphrey?” I said, “Yes, sir.” He says, “I believe 

in you.” He walked out of my cell.  And if he had continued to stand there, he would’ve 

seen the tears running down my face, because no one had ever said that to me. But I 

remember thinking to myself, “I’m gonna make some changes, “and I’m gonna change 

my life.” And a little over four years after the day I originally collapsed and fell to the 

floor, I walked out of that prison on parole. That was over 18 years ago. I’ve never been 

back other than to mentor and help other people.  Why does this one man turn Ian’s life 

around?  Can all the credit be given to this man? 

 

8.  Here is Ian’s Claim:  But here’s what I know. I know that when you’ve had a rough life, 

when you feel unwanted, I know that when you have hopes and dreams and when you 

have things that you can look forward to and when you have people in place that support 

you and push you, I know that that gives you a reason to live.  Do you agree or disagree 

with this claim?  Are their parts you agree with and not others? 

 


